
 
 

 
 
Alternative to stroke and distance for Lost Ball or ball Out of Bounds  
 
When a player’s ball has not been found or is out of bounds, the player may drop a ball under 
penalty of two strokes in this relief area (see Rule 14.3):  
               

• A. Anywhere on a line  
FROM:  The ‘ball reference point’ (the ‘ball reference point’ is the spot where the ball is 
estimated to have come to rest on the course or gone out of bounds)  
TO:  The closest point on the hole being played that has grass cut to fairway height or less, 
and which is not nearer the hole than the ‘ball reference point’. This line must be the most 
direct line between the two points with the condition that no part of it may be nearer the 
hole than the ‘ball reference point’.  

 
• B. On a line starting at any spot that meets the requirements of A and then which goes 
directly away from the hole from that spot (with no limit on how far back).  

• C. Anywhere within two club-lengths of any spot that meets the requirements of A or B, but 
not nearer the hole than the ‘ball reference point’.  
 
When a ball is put into play under this Local Rule it is not a provisional ball, it has become the ball in 
play.  
But, the player may not use this Local Rule when:  
• • It is known or virtually certain that the original ball came to rest in a penalty area, or  

• • The player has already played a provisional ball.  
 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 


